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DOWNERS GROVE LIQUOR COMMISSION 
VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

801 BURLINGTON AVENUE 
Thursday, July 2, 2020 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Strelau called the July 2, 2020 Liquor Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT:  Ms. Flanagan, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson (via telephone), Chairman Strelau 
 
ABSENT:  Mr. Clary, Mr. Heafner, Mr. Krusenoski 
  
STAFF: Carol Kuchynka, Liaison to the Liquor Commission, Assistant Village Attorney Dawn Didier 
 
OTHERS: Brian Goewey, Nichole Domingo-Skul, Josh Bales, Karen Fitzgerald, Zhigang (Jack) Yao, Mark 

Hedrick (6:35), Ken Hendricks (6:40), Court Reporter  
 
III. ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Strelau asked for a motion to allow Commissioner Johnson to participate in this evening’s meeting via 
telephone.  
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO ALLOW COMMISSIONER JOHNSON TO PARTICIPATE 
ELECTRONICALLY.  MS. FLANAGAN SECONDED.    
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Ms. Flanagan, Mr. Johnson, Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Strelau asked for approval of the minutes for the February 6, 2020 Liquor Commission meeting and 
asked members if there were any corrections, changes or additions. 
 
Hearing no changes, corrections or additions, the February 6, 2020 minutes of the Liquor Commission meeting 
were approved as written. 
 
Chairman Strelau reminded those present that this evening's meeting was being recorded on Village-owned 
equipment.  Staff was present to keep minutes for the record and a court reporter was present taking the minutes 
verbatim.   
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IV.  APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE 
 
Chairman Strelau made the following statements: 
 

"The next order of business is to conduct a public hearing for liquor license applications.  For the benefit 
of all present, I would like to state that this Commission does not determine the granting or denial of the issuance 
of any license.  We may, at the end of each hearing, make a finding or recommendation with respect to the 
application.  If necessary, the Commission may adjourn a hearing to a later date in order to have benefit of 
further information." 
 

"At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commission will summarize its findings and determine any 
recommendations it wishes to make to the Liquor Commissioner." 
 

"The Liquor Commissioner, who is the Mayor of Downers Grove, will, pursuant to Section 3-12 of the 
Ordinance, render decisions regarding issuance of available liquor licenses within 60 days." 
 

"Hearings by this Commission are held according to the following format: 1) reading of 
information pertinent to the application, 2) comments from the applicant, 3) discussion by the 
Commission, 4) comments from staff, 5) comments from the public, and 6) motion and finding by the 
Commission." 
 
Gia Mia – 994 Warren Avenue  
 
Chairman Strelau stated that the first order of business was an application hearing for Gia Mia Downers 
Grove, LLC d/b/a Gia Mia located at 994 Warren Avenue.  She stated that the applicant was seeking a 
Class "R-1", full alcohol, on-premise consumption liquor license, a Class “O” outdoor liquor license and a 
Class “K-1” catering license.     
 
Chairman Strelau asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant step forward and be seated.  She 
asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record, indicate their 
affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter. 
 
Mr. Brian Goewey, Ms. Nicole Domingo-Skul and Mr. Josh Bales were sworn in by the court reporter.  
Mr. Goewey introduced himself as the founder and president of Gia Mia.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked the applicant to present its case. 
 
Mr. Bales stated that they are a full service, Italian inspired restaurant where they wish to serve beer, wine 
and liquor.  Mr. Goewey stated that Downers Grove will be their 7th location.  He added that they have 
two restaurants operating in Geneva, along with restaurants in St. Charles, Wheaton, and Elmhurst and 
recently closed a restaurant in Hinsdale.  He stated that they have been looking in Downers Grove for 
about eight years and finally found a great location.   
 
Chairman Strelau requested questions from the Commission. 
 
Mr. Jacobson stated that he was familiar with their operation in Wheaton and he was pleased that they 
chose Downers Grove.  He stated that he reviewed their application packet and found it to be in order.  
He had no questions.  
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Mr. Johnson stated that he reviewed their extensive packet.  He stated that a violation was noted from the 
City of Wheaton in May of 2016.  He asked if the Wheaton location has been tested again since the last 
violation.   
 
Mr. Goewey replied yes.  He added that they were a young company in their first year of operation when 
the violation occurred.  He stated that they made a mistake due to mismanagement and noted that the 
manager and employee involved were both terminated.   
 
Mr. Goewey stated that they appeared before the Wheaton Liquor Commission and plead guilty to the 
small infraction.  He stated that they have not had another infraction in any of their restaurants since that 
time.  He added that they have implemented some very strict guidelines on how they operate their 
business.  
 
Mr. Johnson referred to the team guide and asked how the training had been revised and what additional 
training has been implemented since the violation. 
 
Ms. Domingo-Skul stated that a full day of training is devoted to liquor training.  She stated that all 
employees must also go through BASSETT training before they are allowed on the floor.  She advised 
that they review warning signs of intoxication and checking ID’s.   
 
Ms. Domingo-Skul stated that they plan to only hire servers over the age of 21.  She added that they will 
not accept the vertical identification.  
 
Ms. Flanagan was impressed with their application materials, experience and training materials and had 
no questions.   
 
Chairman Strelau appreciated them opening another location in Downers Grove during this unusual time. 
 
Chairman Strelau asked how often they meet with staff to discuss liquor handling.  Ms. Domingo-Skul 
replied that they hold daily pre-shift meetings.  She stated that she is from Downers Grove and was an 
agent who conducted control buy operations under Officer Nehls for the Village.  
 
Ms. Domingo-Skul advised that they plan to card anyone who appears under the age of 35.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked how many servers will staff the restaurant.  Ms. Domingo-Skul replied they 
typically hire staff to cover a 4-5 table section.  Mr. Goewey added that there will be 20-25 on staff at the 
Downers Grove location. 
 
Chairman Strelau asked about catering and if the 20-25 they have on staff will handle those events.  Mr. 
Goewey replied yes. 
 
Chairman Strelau asked if any additional staff will be hired.  Mr. Goewey replied typically they do not 
use any temporary staff for their catering events.  He added that most events are small, private/intimate, 
in-home catering activities.  He stated that as they typically know employees from the restaurants, their 
hosts appreciate that Gia’s bring regular staff into their home. 
 
Chairman Strelau stated that she does not consider the sale of liquor to a minor to be a minor infraction.  
She added that the Village takes liquor violations and sales to minors very seriously.  She stated that they 
will be tested regularly throughout the course of their operation in Downers Grove.  She stated that the 
tone and the tenor of training starts at the top.  She added that it seems that they have a good appreciation 
for how liquor handling should be done and that they understand how the police testing operates.   
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Chairman Strelau stated that if staff does not hear how important proper liquor service is from the top, 
they will not consider it important either.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked staff for recommendations or comments pertinent to this application.  Ms. 
Kuchynka replied that issuance of the license is contingent upon receipt of the Certificate of Occupancy, 
receipt of the annual fees, satisfactory background checks and employee certifications.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka reminded that the Commission will need to make separate recommendations for each of 
the three license classes Gia Mia has applied for.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Strelau asked for a recommendation from the 
Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with respect to the applicant with 
regard to their Class "R-1" liquor license application. 
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND GIA MIA DOWNERS GROVE, LLC D/B/A GIA MIA 
LOCATED AT 994 WARREN AVENUE QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS "R-1", FULL ALCOHOL, 
ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE.  MS. FLANAGAN SECONDED.  
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Ms. Flanagan, Mr. Johnson, Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
 

Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Strelau asked for a recommendation from the 
Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with respect to the applicant with 
regard to their Class "O" liquor license application. 
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND GIA MIA DOWNERS GROVE, LLC D/B/A GIA MIA 
LOCATED AT 994 WARREN AVENUE QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS "O" OUTDOOR LIQUOR 
LICENSE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED.  
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Flanagan, Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
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Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Strelau asked for a recommendation from the 
Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with respect to the applicant with 
regard to their Class "K-1" liquor license application. 
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND GIA MIA DOWNERS GROVE, LLC D/B/A GIA MIA 
LOCATED AT 994 WARREN AVENUE QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS "K-1" CATERING 
LIQUOR LICENSE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED.  
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Flanagan, Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
 

Chairman Strelau noted that there will be a slight break in the meeting while staff sanitizes the applicant 
seating area. 

Alter Brewing Company – 2300 Wisconsin Avenue  

 
Chairman Strelau stated that the next order of business was an application hearing for Mad Ape, LLC 
d/b/a Alter Brewing Company located at 2300 Wisconsin Avenue, #209-217.  She stated that the 
applicant was seeking a Class “O” outdoor liquor license.     
 
Chairman Strelau asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant step forward and be seated.  She 
asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record, indicate their 
affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter. 
 
Mr. Mark Hedrick was sworn in by the court reporter.  Mr. Hedrick introduced himself as the liquor 
manager, one of the founders and director of brewing operations for Alter Brewing Company. 
 
Chairman Strelau asked the applicant to present its case. 
 
Mr. Hedrick stated that they are a full service brewing facility. He stated that they are seeking a license to 
operate an outdoor space adjacent to the tap room. 
 
Chairman Strelau requested questions from the Commission. 
 
Ms. Flanagan had no questions. 
 
Mr. Jacobson recalled when they first appeared before the Commission.  He asked Mr. Hedrick if they 
have had any liquor violations.  Mr. Hedrick replied no. 
 
Mr. Jacobson stated he went through their packet and had no further questions. 
 
Mr. Johnson reviewed the application materials and noted the manual was extensive and impressive.  He 
had no questions. 
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Chairman Strelau asked if they were still not serving food.  Mr. Hedrick replied that they serve some pre-
packaged snacks such as bread sticks and meat sticks.  He stated that food trucks occasionally show.  He 
stated that they also have a binder full of menus from local establishments that deliver food free to the 
location.  He stated that they also allow customers to bring in their own food, order pizza and order Uber 
Eats. 
 
Chairman Strelau asked if they plan to hire additional staff in order to accommodate the outdoor area.  
Mr. Hedrick replied that they hired one extra person daily and two people on weekends at this time as 
they currently have limited seating and operations.   
 
Chairman Strelau hoped they would remain a diligent license holder as additional seating will bring new 
dynamics.  She asked that they be cautious and were pleased that they were able to continue operations.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked staff for recommendations or comments pertinent to this application.  Ms. 
Kuchynka replied that issuance of the license is contingent upon receipt of the application fee and annual 
fee.    
 
Chairman Strelau asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Strelau asked for a recommendation from the 
Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with respect to the applicant with 
regard to their Class "O" liquor license application. 
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND MAD APE, LLC D/B/A ALTER BREWING COMPANY 
LOCATED AT 2300 WISCONSIN AVENUE, #209-217 QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS "O" 
OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED.  
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Flanagan, Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
 

Chairman Strelau noted that there will be a slight break in the meeting while staff sanitizes the applicant 
seating area. 

Lao Sze Chuan – 1331 Ogden Avenue  

Chairman Strelau stated that the next order of business was an application hearing for 1331 XINYI, Inc. 
d/b/a Lao Sze Chuan located at 1331 Ogden Avenue.  She stated that the applicant was seeking a Class 
“R-2”, beer and wine only, on-premise consumption liquor license.     
 
Chairman Strelau asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant step forward and be seated.  She 
asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record, indicate their 
affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter. 
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Mr. Zhigang (Jack) Yao was sworn in by the court reporter.  Mr. Yao introduced himself as the manager 
of Lao Sze Chuan.      
 
Chairman Strelau asked the applicant to present its case. 
 
Mr. Yao stated that they are a full service Chinese restaurant and were seeking a beer and wine license.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka stated that Lao Sze Chuan is under new ownership.  She added that the previous owner 
held a license from the Village for a number of years.  She stated that this current owner holds a liquor 
license in the City of Chicago.  
 
Chairman Strelau requested questions from the Commission. 
 
Mr. Johnson stated that he reviewed their application packet.  He stated that their manual stated they 
would hold quarterly meetings with staff to review alcohol service policies.  He recommended that they 
meet more regularly than quarterly to ensure compliance with liquor codes.     
 
Mr. Jacobson asked Mr. Yao how often he has meeting with staff.  Mr. Yao replied yes.  Ms. Kuchynka 
stated that the Commission is recommending that they meet regularly rather than quarterly.  She stated 
that Mr. Yao informed her that he would be doing most of the serving.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka asked Mr. Yao if he will meet with staff before each shift to discuss liquor handling.  Mr. 
Yao replied yes.   
 
Mr. Jacobson asked Mr. Yao who else will be helping him serve liquor.  Mr. Yao replied that 3-4 other 
employees will serve liquor.   
 
Mr. Jacobson asked how often Mr. Yao will review their rules.  Mr. Yao replied that they will go through 
the base training.   
 
Mr. Jacobson asked Mr. Yao if he has had any liquor serving experience.  Mr. Yao replied no.  
 
Ms. Flanagan stated that she has frequented this restaurant many times.  She stated that people mainly go 
there to eat but she was glad that they will be offering beer and wine.   
 
Ms. Flanagan stated that the Commission wants to be sure that Mr. Yao speak with staff more often about 
proper liquor service and remind staff to look at identification and be careful not to serve minors.     
 
Chairman Strelau apologized if it was difficult to understand the Commission while they are wearing 
masks.   
 
Chairman Strelau stated that it is important for him to understand to take time to train employees so that 
they check identification and not sell to a minor.  She stated that she had some concern that he does not 
have experience.  Mr. Yao understood.   
 
Chairman Strelau stated that beer and wine is not going to be a very large portion of the sales.  She noted 
that a violation would cost them much more than what it is worth to hold a license.  She wanted Mr. Yao 
to understand the importance of training.  Mr. Yao replied that he understood.  
 
Ms. Kuchynka offered to conduct an on-site training seminar for the applicant.  
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Chairman Strelau asked staff for recommendations or comments pertinent to this application.  Ms. 
Kuchynka replied that issuance of the license is contingent upon receipt of the annual fee and employee 
certifications.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Strelau asked for a recommendation from the 
Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with respect to the applicant with 
regard to their Class "R-2" liquor license application. 
 
MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND 1331 XINYI, INC. D/B/A LAO SZE CHUAN LOCATED AT 
1331 OGDEN AVENUE QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS "R-2" BEER AND WINE ONLY, ON-
PREMISE CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE.  MR. JOHNSON SECONDED.  
 
VOTE: 
 Aye:  Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Flanagan Chairman Strelau 

 
Nay:  None 

 
Abstain: None 

 
MOTION CARRIED: 4:0:0  
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Strelau asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or comments from the Commission 
regarding any new business.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka stated that a number of activities have taken place due to Covid-19.  She stated that the 
Village Council has approved Executive Orders to allow establishments to operate outdoor cafes, the 
delivery of alcoholic beverages included with food deliveries and had extended the 2020 liquor license 
year to August 31st.   
 
Chairman Strelau asked if the licenses would be extended for a full year.  Ms. Kuchynka replied the 
Executive Order originally extended 19/20 annual license to August 31st, however, the Village Council is 
considering an amendment to the July 1st – June 30th annual term at their meeting of July 7th.  She stated 
that the proposed ordinance would permanently amend annual terms to November 1st – October 31st, 
thereby changing the annual license validity and deadlines for the submittal of renewal applications. Ms. 
Kuchynka noted, as this will change the annual cycle, licensees will be provided with a bit of a break in 
their annual fees in the hopes to ease the burden on those establishments not being open for business. 
 
Ms. Kuchynka stated she is conducting a survey of surrounding communities at the request of the Mayor.  
She stated that changes have come to the regular day to day operations of on-premise license holders.  
She stated that allowing outdoor service under all on-premise sites without receipt of an additional license 
and easing restrictions on outdoor enclosures and delivery of liquor with food service items will be 
considered.  She added that she will be asking other communities how they have assisted businesses and 
how they plan to continue to assist business during the pandemic.  She stated that a few new license 
categories may also be considered for both gas stations and mini-grab and go convenience areas for 
hotels.   
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Mr. Jacobson stated that proposal is a huge difference from 30 years ago.  Ms. Kuchynka stated that out 
of the pandemic comes new and exciting proactive opportunities for licensees to survive.  She added that 
she has not had any license holders shut down to date, despite some struggling to keep in business.  She 
stated that restrictions would not be loosened, but licensees given the opportunity to faithfully serve 
liquor in a responsible manner.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka stated that the downtown licensees are doing well with the use of additional space for 
outdoor dining areas.   
 
Chairman Strelau stated that she would be in favor of allowing the expansion of outdoor dining to 
continue.   
 
VI.  OLD BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Strelau asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or comments from the Commission 
regarding any old business.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka referred to the past four month end reports.  She stated that liquor license renewal will be 
pushed back for a few months. 
 
Ms. Kuchynka advised that Chili’s changed corporate ownership and advised that the Mayor placed their 
application on file at a Village Council meeting.  She stated that the license was ultimately issued. 
 
Ms. Kuchynka advised that Mia’s Cantina closed early in the year.  She also advised that Jay’s 
Convenient had closed and has re-opened under new ownership.   
 
Ms. Kuchynka will let the Commission know if there is an August 6th meeting.   
 
 
VII. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
There were none.   
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Concluding business for the evening, Chairman Strelau called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mr. Jacobson moved to adjourn the July 2, 2020 meeting.  The meeting was adjourned by acclimation at 
7:18 p.m. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING COMMISSION 

Minutes – August 12, 2020 

Council Chambers – Village Hall 

801 Burlington Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

Chairman Carter called the August 12, 2020 meeting of the Transportation and Parking 

Commission to order at 7:01 P.M. and led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Chairman Carter, Commissioners Wilkinson, Novak, Saricks, Shiliga, 

Heverin 

 

Absent:  Commissioner Carlson 

 

Staff: Public Works Director Andy Sikich, Officer Chris Fisher 

 

Visitor Roster: Katie Hannigan, District 58 

 

A quorum was established.  

 

Chairman Carter reviewed the procedures to be followed for the meeting, explaining that the 

Commission will forward a recommendation to the Village Council for approval.  

 

APPROVAL OF JULY 22, 2020 MINUTES  

COMMISSIONER WILKINSON MOVED TO ACCEPT MEETING MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED. 

 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SARICKS. 

 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE 6:0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
No public comment on non-agenda items. 

 

Chairman Carter proceeded to files on the agenda. 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

File #2-20 District 99 Pedestrian Safety Study 

Director Andy Sikich presented a continuation of the District 99 Safety Study with additional 

information based on questions from the last meeting. He gave examples where existing roads 

were converted from four lanes to three lanes, known as a “road diet,” as is proposed for Main 

Street in the D99 study. Per the City of Chicago Pedestrian Plan – Tools for Safer Streets (2013) 

a road diet can be considered on all streets with four or more lanes and less than 23,000 vehicles 

per day (in some cases up to 30,000 vehicles per day). The stretch of Main St from Ogden to 
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Franklin has approximately 14,000 vehicles per day. Some local examples where this has been 

accomplished include Lawrence Ave., in Chicago, which has an ADT (Average Daily Traffic) of 

20,000 vehicles per day, Sheridan Rd. (ADT 10,000) in Evanston, IL RT 31 (ADT 9,000) in 

Geneva, 55th Street (ADT 13,000) in Chicago, and Wabash Ave. (ADT 9,500) in Chicago. In 

general the improvements at these locations have successfully mitigated speeding, accidents, etc. 

 

Mr. Sikich also gave some examples of future maintenance costs for some typical improvements. 

 Traffic Signals - ±$20,000 per year (includes replacement cost of approx. $350,000 after 

20 years) 

 Sidewalks - ±$5/year for an average sidewalk square (5’ x 5’) (includes replacement cost 

after 50 years) 

 Striping – replacement cost (life cycle varies) 

o <$1 per linear foot for 4” line 

o  ±$5 per linear foot for 24” line 

 

Staff is recommending a tiered approach to prioritizing the projects recommended by the D99 

Pedestrian Safety Study.  

 

Tier 1 (Projects recommended to be undertaken first): 

 Speed Limits – work with DuPage County to reduce speed limits and install speed 

feedback signs on 63rd and on Main south of 63rd 

 Main & Grant – paint intersection (will need to be re-painted every few years) 

 Main from Ogden to Franklin – begin preliminary design 

 Sherman and Prince – install raised intersection 

 Saratoga - stripe high-visibility crosswalks 

 Ogden – start discussions with IDOT and finalize design 

 Dunham and 63rd - Construct Sidewalk on Dunham north of 63rd; begin design of 

intersection improvements 

 Main and Oxford – perform traffic signal warrant analysis and intersection design study 

 

Tier 2 (Projects recommended to be undertaken second) 

 Main from Ogden to Franklin – perform final design 

 Highland from Grant to Lincoln – design and construct traffic calming elements 

 Saratoga – construct sidewalks on Saratoga, Sherman and Grant 

 Ogden – construct sidewalk and implement signal modifications 

 Dunham and 63rd – construct curb extensions and modify pedestrian signal timing 

 Main and Oxford – perform final intersection/signal design 

 

Tier 3 (Projects recommended to be undertaken third) 

 Main from Ogden to Franklin – construct improvements 

 Main and Oxford – construct new traffic signal 

 Dunham and Norfolk – assess intersection functionality once improvements at Dunham 

and 63rd are in operation, and implement modifications as necessary 

 

Staff is requesting that the Commission discuss and make a recommendation to the Village 

Council. 
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Chairman Carter asked if IDOT and DuPage County are in favor of these projects. Mr. Sikich 

replied that he feels positive about it, but that both will require additional, more detailed 

information before they will approve any of the work. 

 

CHAIRMAN CARTER OPENED DISCUSSION AMONGST THE COMMISSION 

Commissioner Heverin asked if more information could be provided regarding timing and 

schedule of the projects. Mr. Sikich stated it will be dependent on how much money the Village 

Council chooses to invest annually in the improvements, although there is a minimum amount of 

time required for each project. The easiest projects in tier one could be done in a year. The more 

complex projects would take between 2 and 5 years. Commissioner Heverin questioned if cost 

affects how the projects are organized into tiers. Mr. Sikich stated that the tiered approach would 

create a fairly uniform yearly budget, although the construction of the larger projects in tier 3 

may have higher costs associated with them. There may be grant money available to offset some 

of those costs, however. Commissioner Heverin asked if any of the examples included studies to 

show what the results were and how traffic was impacted after the work was done. Mr. Sikich 

stated that some of the older projects do have data available, but the more recent ones do not. 

Several of the Chicago examples indicated positive results, such as reduced speeding and 

reduced pedestrian crashes. Mr. Sikich also indicated that a more detailed traffic analysis would 

be performed during the design phase to ensure that the proposed improvements would not 

negatively impact traffic.  

 

Commissioner Saricks asked if there is language in the Village’s long-range plan to 

accommodate these improvements. Mr. Sikich believes that this is a High Priority Action Item in 

the Long Range Plan, and that there is commitment to move forward with these projects.  

 

Commissioner Wilkinson asked if any of the work may be done before the start of this school 

year. Mr. Sikich stated that it would not be possible to complete any of these projects before 

school starts this year. 

 

Chairman Carter agrees that a road diet is a warranted improvement, and that all questions from 

the previous meeting have been answered. 

 

Commissioner Novak asked when the traffic counts on Main Street were taken. Mr. Sikich stated 

that it varies by location, but all are within the last 5-6 years. When design moves forward, new 

counts will be taken. Mr. Novak asked if snow removal will be negatively impacted by these 

improvements. Mr. Sikich stated that it has not been an issue in other areas where the Village has 

similar improvements. Commissioner Novak asked if there would be issues with emergency 

vehicles. Mr. Sikich replied no, that the lanes would be wide enough for cars to pull over for 

passing emergency vehicles. 

 

Commissioner Shiliga asked if the estimates of cost are based on actual bidding of the projects or 

previous knowledge of cost. Mr. Sikich said they are currently just preliminary concept estimates 

based on typical projects. The typical maintenance costs given earlier, however, are based on 

what the Village currently spends on maintenance of similar items. Commissioner Shiliga asked 

when numbers would be finalized. Mr. Sikich stated that more detailed estimates will be created 

at each stage of design. 

 

CHAIRMAN CARTER OPENED UP THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEM 

No public comment. 

 

CHAIRMAN CARTER CLOSED THE PUBLIC COMMENT DISCUSSION 

 

WITH RESPECT TO FILE #2-20, MR. CARTER MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE 

VILLAGE COUNCIL THAT THESE PROJECTS BE IMPLEMENTED USING THE 

THREE TIERED APPROACH AS PRESENTED. 

 

SECONDED BY MR. NOVAK. 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE 6:0. 

 

File #3-20 Norfolk Sidewalk Petition 

Director Andy Sikich gave an update since the previous meeting. Temporary stop bars and 

advance warning signs have been placed for the stop sign at Saratoga and Norfolk. Staff will 

monitor it and collect data on the effectiveness of the all-way stop once D58 is back in session in 

person. Regarding the Commission’s request for staff to review any temporary solutions to the 

sidewalk request, Mr. Sikich stated that staff has considered the options and there is no 

temporary solution that could be done in the short term that would meet state and federal 

requirements. 

 

CHAIRMAN CARTER OPENED DISCUSSION AMONGST THE COMMISSION 

Commissioner Heverin inquired about the expiration date of the temporary stop sign at Norfolk 

and Saratoga. Mr. Sikich indicated that he believes it is January 2021. Ms. Heverin indicated 

concern that it might not be enough time to evaluate its effectiveness, given that D58 might not 

be back to regular full-time operations. Mr. Sikich indicated that staff could possibly request that 

Village Council extend the temporary nature of the stop sign or to make it permanent. 

 

Commissioner Saricks asked if the residents could create a temporary sidewalk on their own. Mr. 

Sikich stated that it would not be allowed in the right-of-way, but possibly they could do so on 

private property if they met all Village codes. 

 

Commissioner Wilkinson asked if anything could be done to improve the existing crosswalks, 

such as markings and signage. Mr. Sikich stated that two of the crossings have crossing guards 

and there is existing signage, but that the Village would continue to work with Kingsley School 

to improve pedestrian safety. Mr. Wilkinson stated that he was in favor of doing this sidewalk 

first, even if a long term plan is put in place for all schools. 

 

Commissioner Novak stated that he agrees with Commissioner Wilkinson that this sidewalk 

should be done first, then also apply the systematic approach. 

 

Commissioner Shiliga stated that he agrees with the holistic approach, but that this sidewalk 

should be prioritized. He also stated that he feels the stop sign at Norfolk and Saratoga should be 

made permanent. 

 

Chairman Carter stated that he believes this sidewalk is needed, and that he supports making the 

stop sign permanent. 
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CHAIRMAN CARTER OPENED UP THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Katie Hannigan: Ms. Hannigan stated that she was there on behalf of Superintendent 

Russell and District 58. She thanked staff for all of the work that the Village has done at 

Kingsley, and she agreed that there are other areas around the district that need attention. 

She is in favor of the holistic approach, but she agrees that prioritizing Kingsley is 

important. It is absolutely the most prevalent situation of parent concerns. The District 

has had a lot of parent input on this situation. 

 

Commissioner Heverin asked Ms. Hannigan if the District has received similar feedback 

from parents at any of the other schools. Ms. Hannigan responded that they have received 

feedback from parents at other schools, but not to the same degree as Kingsley. It is more 

prevalent there due to its proximity to South High. 

 

 

CHAIRMAN CARTER CLOSED THE PUBLIC COMMENT DISCUSSION 

 

WITH RESPECT TO FILE #3-20, MR. CARTER MOVED TO PRIORITIZE A NEW 

SIDEWALK ON NORFOLK AT THIS LOCATION AND FOLLOW UP WITH A 

HOLISTIC APPROACH TO ELIMINATING HAZARDS TO AND FROM ALL 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, ALONG WITH MAKING THE ALL-WAY STOP AT 

NORFOLK AND SARATOGA PERMANENT. 

 

SECONDED BY MR. SHILIGA. 
 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE 6:0. 

 

Communications 

No communications at this time. 

 

ADJOURN 

MR. NOVAK MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY MR. WILKINSON.   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE 6:0. 

 

Chairman Carter adjourned the meeting at 7:37 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Andrea Banke 

Recording Secretary 
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Meeting Minutes 
Village of Downers Grove 

Human Service Ad Hoc Committee 

 

Committee Room 09/22/20 7:07 PM 

 

I. Call to Order 

Village Manager Dave Fieldman called the meeting of the Human Service Ad Hoc Committee of the Village of 
Downers Grove to order at 7:07 p.m. in the Committee Room of the Downers Grove Village Hall. 

II. Roll Call 

Committee Members Attendance (Present):  Samantha Aycock, Becky Campbell, Tom Connolly, Chris 
Gilmartin, Azizi Marshall, Kimberly Nagi 

Absent:  Stephanie Williams 

Staff:  Village Manager David Fieldman, Administrative Secretary II Rosa Berardi 

Guests:  Marie Grover and Matt Chicola, Youth Outlook  

Mr. Fieldman asked for a motion to permit electronic attendance by Samantha Aycock, Becky Campbell, Chris 
Gilmartin, Azizi Marshall, Marie Grover, and Matt Chicola  

Ms. Nagy moved to approve the motion. Mr. Connolly seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fieldman declared the motion approved by voice vote. 

III. Approval of August 25, 2020 Minutes 

Mr. Fieldman asked for a motion to approve the August 25, 2020 minutes. 

Ms. Marshall moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Ms. Nagy seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fieldman declared the minutes approved by voice vote.   

IV. Presentation by Youth Outlook  
Mr. Fieldman introduced Marie Grover and Matt Chicola with the Youth Outlook organization. Ms. Grover used 
a PowerPoint presentation to explain the services offered by Youth Outlook. She started by stating that Youth 
Outlook is the 1st social agency solely dedicated to the support of LGBTQ+ youth in Illinois. Ms. Grover 
currently holds the Treasurer position on the Board of Directors. She said the organization has locations in 7 
counties in the Chicagoland suburbs and has been serving northern IL for 22 years. Youth Outlook takes no state 
or federal funding and relies solely on private donations and grants. The programs offered through the 
organization are made possible entirely by the support of the communities it operates in. Youth Outlook offers the 
following services: 
 

• Drop-in centers for youth 
• Parent support groups 
• Community Education 

 
Ms. Grover said the Youth Outlook drop-in centers are offered to children ages 12 through 20. The drop-ins used 
only be available to high school-aged youth; once younger children started attending, the organization lowered the 
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starting age to 12 years.  A complete list of drop-in locations, including meeting dates and times, can be found 
here:  Drop-in Schedule.  Due to the pandemic, drop-ins are currently operating online only. Those interested 
should contact Nancy Mullen via email at nancy.mullen@youth-outlook.org for Zoom login information.  
 
Mr. Chicola, a resident of Downers Grove for 34 years, introduced himself and said he is a volunteer and Board 
Member of Youth Outlook. He told his story of growing up feeling confused and isolated. He spoke of being 
bullied, which forced him to take on a false persona and drove him away from his community. Once in college, he 
reached rock bottom and got arrested for substance abuse. He sought help and support and found both in Youth 
Outlook 
 
Ms. Grover spoke about the Youth Outlook Thrive program.  She said it is available to parents, foster parents, 
guardians, and full-time caregivers of LGBTQ+ teens. Ms. Grover said the organization’s goal is to empower 
families and teach them to be more sympathetic and understanding to their children. Before COVID-19 the Thrive 
meetings were held in Naperville and Palatine, two Wednesday evenings a month. Due to the pandemic, sessions 
are online.  Follow this link for the meeting schedule: Thrive Schedule. For further information, contact Maggie 
Dix at maggie.dix@youth-outlook.org.  Ms. Grover made mention that under normal circumstances, the 
organization hosts a picnic during the summer months, bringing youth and their families together. 
 
Ms. Grover went on to speak of Youth Outlook’s focus on Community Education. It develops relationships with 
schools and organizations within communities. She said they work with school faculty, administrators, health 
professionals, and social service workers by teaching them the particular risks the LGBTQ+ youth face. The 
organization provides information about resources that are available in the community.   

Mr. Chicola commented that Youth Outlook is always looking for volunteers and personally feels that 
volunteering for the organization has been a privilege.   

Ms. Grover said she would like to see more people volunteer and become board members. She said that 
volunteering doesn’t necessarily mean one has to meet with people. Volunteers assist with marketing efforts, help 
IT, or in the case of those working in the legal field, provide the organization with legal knowledge.  One could 
also contribute to Youth Outlook with a monetary donation. She also mentioned that purchasing from the new 
online merchandise store is another way to show your support.  

Ms. Grover spoke of the one-hour Youth Outlook Mission Tours offered to the public. The tours provide 
professional development and training to educators, mental health providers and other healthcare providers. Staff 
and volunteers talk about the programs and services that support LGBTQ+ youth, their families, and their 
communities. Mission Tours are currently only offered virtually. The next tour will be offered on October 4, 2020 
at 6 p.m. Contact marie.grover@youth-outlook.org to participate or to schedule a personal tour.    

Ms. Grover ended the presentation by speaking about the Dare to Dream Gala 2020 to take place on October 16th 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. This year the gala will be virtual. Tickets are available online. Follow this link for 
event information: Dare to Dream Event . 
 
Ms. Aycock thanked Ms. Grover and Mr. Chicola for presenting to the group. She spoke of her brother waiting 
until later in life to come out and one of her biggest dreams is to prevent any other youth from not being able to 
live out their dreams. She is hoping that the Village can play a role in supporting LGBTQ+ youth. 

Ms. Aycock asked Ms. Grover if she could provide the Downers Grove Village Council with a customized 1 hour 
Mission Tour.   
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Ms. Grover stated it can be arranged to have Nancy Mullen, Executive Director, give her “Youth Outlook 101 
talk”.  She said the more the Village welcomes openness, the more there will be a shift in the community.   

Ms. Campbell said she agrees that if the Village shows support to the LGBTQ+ youth population, there will be a 
shift in the schools to offer more support and guidance to its students.    

Ms. Grover said that Youth Outlook doesn’t provide much education to the elementary schools yet, but hopes 
they will be able to in the future.  She has seen children as young as six years of age questioning their sexual 
identity; she hopes to educate their parents, so they can be there to guide their children. 

Mr. Gilmartin thanked Mr. Chicola for sharing his story and asked Ms. Grover if COVID-19 has placed any 
challenges on the Youth Outlook organization.   

Ms. Grover said they are not able to handle all of the requests for drop-in centers they have received; each drop-in 
center costs anywhere from $5,000 - $7,000 to open and requires volunteers. 1-2 drop-in centers opened per year 
before COVID-19. Lastly, she said having a plan for volunteers to work the drop-in centers is as important as 
having a location.  

Mr. Gilmartin asked if drop-in centers have to be in churches and also asked what type of commitment a drop-in 
center involves. Additionally, he wanted to know how the organization determines what the best location for the 
next drop-in center will be.   

Ms. Grover said drop-in centers do not need to be in churches and most drop-in centers take 3-5 hours a week to 
operate.  The host group usually meets 2 hours on a weeknight, anytime between 6-9 pm.  

Ms. Grover also indicated that most drop-in center locations are in churches. Youth Outlook volunteers run the 
sessions and the centers usually have the backing of a pastor. Ms. Grover continued by stating that once there are 
proposals for host sites, the Youth Outlook Board takes a look at where the greatest need is. She said the funding 
provided by the potential hosts and their readiness to open also plays a factor in the final decision. 

Ms. Campbell mentioned that there have previously been talks of opening a drop-in center in Downers Grove and 
she is hoping those talks can resume.  

Ms. Grover said 20 years ago Youth Outlook groups used to hide in church basements.  Fast forward to today, the 
requests for locations are far greater than what the organization can handle. She stated that she would like the 
organization to focus on educating elementary school professionals, parents, and healthcare providers.  She wants 
to help our youth as young as possible. Ms. Grover ended her presentation by saying that she will look into 
sending a proposal, for a Downers Grove location, to Manager Fieldman to look over and share with the HSAHC.  

Manager Fieldman thanked Ms. Grover and Mr. Chicola for taking the time to talk to the committee. 

V. Review of 2019 Report and Discussion of 2020 Report  
Mr. Fieldman directed the attention of the group to the 2019 HSAHC Report. Prior to this meeting, Mr. Fieldman 
asked each of the committee members to prioritize and expand on each of the recommendations listed on the 2019 
HSAHC report. Mr. Fieldman created a table that the group would look over, discuss, and complete with their 
compiled responses this evening.  
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The members of the Committee rated each of the 21 recommendations with an A, B, or C based on priority. As a 
whole, the Committee prioritized 14 of the items as an A and seven as a B. The group also decided to combine 
two of the recommendations and narrow the list to 20. Mr. Fieldman explained that his goal for the group is to 
come up with the three most important recommendations for the Committee and present them in the 2020 
HSAHC Report to the Village Council. To do this, Mr. Fieldman asked each of the Committee members to take 
some time on their own and prioritize the 20 recommendations again, this time with 7 A’s, 7 B’s, and 6 C’s. He 
asked the members to return their results to him anonymously; once collected, he would recalculate the results 
and share them during the Committee’s October meeting. 

V. Public Comment 
There was none. 

VI. Adjourn  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

                                                                                                                                  Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                                                          Rosa Berardi  
       Administrative Secretary II   
       Village Clerk’s Office 
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DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020, 8:00 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM & ONLINE VIA GOTO MEETING 

 

MINUTES 

 

1.  Call to Order.  President Graber called the meeting to order at 8:18 p.m. 

 

2.  Roll Call.  Members present: Trustee Carissa Dougherty, Trustee Swapna 

Gigani, Trustee David Humphreys, Trustee Barnali Khuntia, Trustee Kim 

Stapleton, President Jonathan Graber. Absent: None. 

 

Also present: Director Julie Milavec, Assistant Director Jen Ryjewski, Executive 

Assistant Katelyn Vabalaitis, Media Lab Coordinator Ed Bromiel, Reesheda 

Graham Washington of RGW Consulting. 

 

3.  Public Comment.  President Graber invited comment. There was none. 

 

4.  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Listening Session.  Reesheda Graham 

Washington, of RGW Consulting, led the Board of Library Trustees in a listening 

session on diversity, equity, and inclusion at the Downers Grove Public Library 

and in the Downers Grove community. 

 

5. Adjournment.  President Graber adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m. 
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DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM & 

ONLINE VIA GOTO MEETING 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order.  President Graber called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call.  Members present: Trustee Carissa Dougherty, Trustee Swapna 

Gigani, Trustee David Humphreys, Trustee Barnali Khuntia, Trustee Kim 

Stapleton, President Jonathan Graber. Absent: None. 

 

Also present: Director Julie Milavec, Assistant Director Jen Ryjewski, Executive 

Assistant Katelyn Vabalaitis, Media Lab Coordinator Ed Bromiel. 

 

3. Welcome to Visitors.  President Graber welcomed visitors and thanked them for 

their interest in the library. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. August 26, 2020.  Library Director Milavec noted an addition to Agenda Item 

10, where the phrase “for quarantining materials” should be inserted after 

“RAILS delivery guidelines.” It was moved by Stapleton and seconded by 

Khuntia THAT the Minutes of the August 26, 2020 Regular Monthly Meeting 

be approved with revision. Roll call: Ayes: Dougherty, Gigani, Humphreys, 

Khuntia, Stapleton, Graber. Nays: None. Abstentions: None.  

     

5. Financial Matters. 

a. August 2020 Financial Report.  Library Director Milavec reported that the 

library is 67% through the year and has collected 62% of its property taxes. 

The Per Capita Grant was received in September in the full amount of 

$61,516. It will be reflected in the revenue report in next month’s Board 

packet. Milavec noted that she was informed the personal property 

replacement tax collections are expected to drop in the next fiscal year. The 

library budgeted for that change accordingly. The expenditure lines that are 

charged in annual or quarterly increments continue to show as over budget. 

 

b. September 2020 Invoices.  It was moved by Dougherty and seconded by 

Humphreys THAT the payment of September 2020 Capital Replacement 

Fund invoices totaling $20,000.00, the payment of September 2020 Operating 

Fund invoices totaling $84,047.53, the acceptance of September 2020 credit 

memos totaling $189.69, and the ratification of August 2020 payrolls totaling 
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$236,443.03 be approved.  Roll call: Ayes: Dougherty, Gigani, Humphreys, 

Khuntia, Stapleton, Graber. Nays: None. Abstentions: None.   

  

6. Public Comment on Agenda Items.  President Graber invited comment. There 

was none. 

 

7. Public Comment on Other Library Business.  President Graber invited 

comment. There was none. 

 

8. New Business. 

a. Architect Proposal for 2021 Roof Replacement Project.  The roof replacement 

is the main part of the 2021 building project and the budgeted amount is 

approximately $990,000. The architect is doing a flat fee of just under 3.4%, 

which is fairly standard for a project this size.  

 

It was moved by Humphreys and seconded by Stapleton THAT the proposal 

for architectural services related to the 2021 Roof Replacement Project in the 

amount of $33,000.00 be approved.  Roll call: Ayes: Dougherty, Gigani, 

Humphreys, Khuntia, Stapleton, Graber. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. 

 

9. Unfinished Business. 

a. Bylaws Revisions.  This was the second of three readings for the proposed 

revisions to the bylaws. There were no comments or questions from Trustees.  

    

b. Library Director Evaluation Form and Process.  Trustee Dougherty explained 

her thought process while putting together the timeline and proposed Library 

Director Evaluation Form. She summarized the goals from the Board’s 

discussion at the August meeting, including accountability, a continual 

improvement cycle, and aligning on goals. Trustee Dougherty made 

assumptions before creating the form and led a discussion with the rest of the 

Board about each assumption to make sure everyone agreed. The Board will 

continue the discussion at the October Board meeting and will tentatively plan 

to have a closed session meeting at the November Board meeting. 

 

c. COVID-19 Response and Reopening Phasing Plan.  Library Director Milavec 

noted significant changes were made to Phase 4 of the Reopening Phasing 

Plan. The changes reflect a broader process to restore services and hours. It 

was moved by Gigani and seconded by Dougherty THAT the Library Director 

be reauthorized to make temporary policy changes in consultation with the 

Board President and within the parameters of the COVID-19 Response and 

Reopening Phasing Plan as presented.  Roll call: Ayes: Dougherty, Gigani, 

Humphreys, Khuntia, Stapleton, Graber. Nays: None. Abstentions: None. 
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10. Library Director’s Report.  Library Director Milavec presented her report. She 

noted that the Board packet included a report on curbside service from 

Circulation Manager Christine Lees. The library is running at about 75% of last 

year’s circulation, which falls in line with other SWAN libraries. Milavec attended 

a meeting through OrangeBoy Savannah, a company that compiles library data 

across the country and does a lot of data analysis. They discovered a similar 

pattern nationally and attributed the difference to the fact that libraries are not 

getting as many new users during the pandemic. Milavec encouraged Trustees 

to have a look at the recently cleaned Journey to Janus sculpture and the two 

newest artworks donated by the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation. The 

two new pieces are temporarily hanging in the lobby before they move to their 

permanent locations in the library. Milavec has gotten early word that the per 

capita grant requirements for the 2021 Per Capita Grant will require the Board 

and staff to read through the new Serving our Public 4.0: Standards for Illinois 

Public Libraries.  

 

11. Trustee Comments and Requests for Information. 

Trustee Humphreys commented that the Journey to Janus sculpture looks as 

good as it did when it was installed and it is beautiful.  

 

12. Adjournment.  President Graber adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m. 
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